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The Declaration of His Excellency the 
Lord General Fairfax, and His Gene- 
ral Councel of Officers, ſhewing the 
Grounds of the Armies advance to- 


wards the City of London. 


Neve full of fad kotnchend, ons concerning the danger and exilof 
the Treaty withithe King, and of any Accommodation with Him, 
or Reſtitvtion of Him chereuj pon, We did by our late Remonſtrance, 
upon the Reaſons and Grounds therein expretied, make our Applica- 
tion thereby unto the preſent Houſe of Commons,;that the dangerous 
evilof that way might be avoided, and the Peace; of the Kingdom 
ferleduponmore tinhteous, fate and kopeful Grounds, 2iz. amore 
equa! diſpenſing of Juſtice and Mercy 1a relation to: things done or 
ſuffered in the late Wars, and the eltablithing of the fature Govern- 
ment of this Kingdom upon a fafe Succeſſion and equal Conſtitetion 
of Parhaments, and that {for the ending of preſent, and avoiding of 
furure Dences) to be Ratificd DY an Agreem ent and Subſcription 
the peeple-thereunto. 

"This courſe we took, out of our tender care and earneſt defire That 
all ways of Extremity might be avoided, and that thoſe matters of 
higheſt concernment to the publique Intereſt of this Nation, might be 
ourfued and provided for (if pollible) by thoſe whoſe proper Work 
and Truſt in was. And herein we were willing to hope, That the pete 
ſons ſo truſted, or the-majority of them, mighr poſlibly have been 
cither driven into that deſtruftive way by forcible Impulſions, or 
lapſed thereinto throngh ſome Inconſideration, or PR 
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_ and conceived Jealoukies : And NE hee we did carefully RS the 


that might.contintie or renue any. former Jea- 
and kept onely to- fuch things as were of - necef. 
he common Cauſe, and of common and equa 


fy, or nor A 


concernment to thoſe that have engaged in it: Which things we. 


preſſed in the way of Reaſon and Perſwaſion onely, that they might 
be duly and timely conſidered. But to our grief we tinde, in {tead of 
any: SatisfaRion or a reaſonable Anſwer chereto, they are wholly 
rejeed; without any conſideration of what ever .Reaſon or Ju- 
ſtice might be” in the.things ſer forth or, propounded* therein; for 
what leſs canbe anderſtood, when the things propounded were main- 
| y for the avoidance of evils appearing tn the Treaty with the King : 

And yet they pur off the conſideration of them ,rill there ſhould beno 
place left fortany conſideration at all; Firſt, laying it afide till Monday 
laſt, by which time the Treaty.(as then ſuppoſed ) ) wovld have been 
coneluded ; but that failing, and rwo days more being added to the 
Treaty, the conſideration of our Remonſtrance, on the day appointed, 

was waved and laid afide ; the Treaty, the mean while, going on in 
the former way and terms. and liketo be conchided the very next day: 

"Now, though-we are far from-that prefimprion ,/ that. the things 

ſhould therefore be anſwered or con(tdered, becaufe propounded C 
ns; fave for the Reaſon, Juttice, or publique concernment theretn; 

yet, having no Anſwer, or any thing ſhewed to us the contrary, we 
cannot but upon the grounds Rc monſtrated (and many more which 
might be added) remain confident in our former Apprehentionscon- 
cerning them. And feeing the-prevatling part of thoſe,to whom wedid 
apply.to have,asit were, their eyes wiltully thut, and cars {topt,again(t 
any thing of Light or Reaſon offered to them, we finde no place left 
for our former charitable 'or hopeful Apprehenſions , Concerning 
their'error: in{f{uch evil 25 hk but remaining fully atlured of the 
danger and deltructivenets thereof, as to all choſe publique ends; for 
which they were intruſted;and alſo of the jalt advantage and necellity 
which lyc inthe things we have propounded andinuilt on, we now ſe 
nothing left; to which their engaging and perufiing in {: ch ways,and 
Feje@ion of theſe better things rropounded, Can rationally De Attri- 
buted leſs hen a treacherous or corrupt.neglect ofjand:Apoltacy from 
tte publique Trult repoicd in them'zalrhough we conld with from our 
fouls, we might yet tinde the contr ary. Nevertheleſs, we do not 1n 
thele things aflume a [tanding Power of Judgement (as of Right or 
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Trult) to conclude others thereby, ROS that to lye moſt 
properly in thoſe whom the people duly chooſe and truſt to Judge for 
them: But conſidering that ſuch power,where it is,is committed but-in 
Trult,and that-neither this, nor any other people;did ever give up.their 
natural ca pactties of common Sence or Reaſon, xs to the ends and fun- 
damentals of that Truſt, and that as to the breach of fuch Truſt,there 
1s no lygher formal power of man in being to Appeal unto for Judge- 
ment, in ſuch caſe (as all others concerned in ſuch breaches of Truſt 
will) fo as we cannot bur exerciſe thit Common Judgement which 
in our Natural Capacity isleft to us: And thongh in ſmaller fajlers 
of ſach Truſt, which might be born, without hazard of DefiraQti- 
on to that ] ncereſt , and thoſe People, for which eſpecially the 
Truſt is; or where che Truſtees were of an indifferent equal con- 
{titutio), tin reference to_ the whole, or where we had an orderly 
and open way left for a juſt ſucceſſion of another formal and. pro- 
per Judicature tobe appealed unto in due time ; we {hould not op- 
poſe or hold forth our private Judgements to the leaſt diſturbance of 
that orderly and peaceable courſe of Judgement ſo eſtabliſht; yetin 
our preſent caſe we are ſo fully convinced of the greatneſs and de- 
{tru&iveneſs of thoſe evils we have declared againſt, and of thenece- 
ſity and efſentiallity of thoſe better things we have delired and pro- 
pounded, and how inconſiſtent it is with the publique Truſt,and fun- 
damental ends of 1t, {till ro purſue the one, and rejed the other,as that 
we dare with confidence appeal therein to the common Judgements 
of indifferent and uncorrupted men, and to the more righteous Judge- 
ment of God above all, 

And as the incompetency of this Parliament, inits preſent conſtiru- 

tion £0 give an abſolute and concluſive Judgement for the whole(el' pe- 
cially to be the: ſole Judges of their own performance, or. breach of 
Traſt) doth make the jaſter way for ſuch an Appeal, fo indeed we 
ſee no 9ther wayleft for remedy, in regard the preſent unlimitted 
continuance of this Parliament doth exclude the orderly ſucceſſion of 
any other more equal formal Judicature of men, to which we might 
hope in due time other v/ays to appeal. 

Faus then we apprehend our ſelves inthe preſent caſe, barh necelf L- 
tated to,and julitned in an Appeal from this Vatliamenrin the preſent 
conſtitution as it ſtands, unto the extraord{i, ary Jud: "nent of God 
and good peopie;and yet in. the P' Mecntion of this Aoval, 1s: wethall 
driveit 00, but co the ſpeedy obiatuing or 4 ue 0 Ys and equal 
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Fudicature of men, in 2 juſt Repreſentative, according to our Remon - 


{trance (wherein to acquieſce ) fo1n the preſent procuring of Jultfce 
with the peoples eaſe and quier, and m the ſerling of the Kingdom up- | 
on a'due, ſafe and hopeful tucceſſion of Parliaments : It'is our hearts 
deſire, and (hall be or endeavor, that fo much, both of the matter and; 


form of the preſent Parliamentary Authority may be preſerved,as can 
be ſafe, or will be uſeful ro theſe ends, until a juſt and full Conftitu- 
tionthereof, both for matter and form (ſuitable to the publique ends 
{t ſerves for) canbe introduced. 
And therefore firſt, It ſhould be our great rejoycing (if God ſaw 
it good } that the majority of the preſent Houſe of Commons were 
become ſenſible of the evil and deſtructiveneſs of their late way, and 
would reſolvedly and vigorouſly apply themſelves to the ſpeedy exe- 
cution of Juſtice,with the righring and cafing of the oppreſſed people, 
and to 2 juſt and ſafe ſettlement of the Kingdom upon ſach foundati- 
ons as have been propounded by us and others for that purpoſe, and 
would for the ſpeedier and ſurer proſecution of theſe things, exclude 
from Cornraunication in their Councels, all fuch corrupt and Apoſta- 
tized Members as have appeared hitherto, but to obiruRt and hinder 
ſach matter of Jultice, Safety, and publique Intereſt, and ro pervert 


their Councelsa contrary way, and have therein ſo ſhamefully both 


fallited and forfeited their Truſt. 
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Bur however (if God (hallnot fee it good to vouchſafe that mer.. | 
cy to them and the Kingdom } we ſhall, fecondly,deſire,That fo many 
of them as God hath kepr upright, and ſhall couch with a jult ſence | 
of thoſe things, would by Proteſtation, or otherwiſe, acquit them- 


ſelves from ſuch breach of Trult, and approve their faithfulneſs , by 


withdrawing from thoſe that perfilt in the guilt thereof, and wonld 
apply themſelves to ſuch a poſture, whereby they may ſpeedily and ef-- | 
Fully proſecute thoſe necetlary and publique ends, withour ſuch - 
Interruptions, Diverſions, or Depravations of their Councels from the | 
reſt,to their endleſs trouble,oppreſiton and hazard of the Kingdom as | 


formerly,and for ſo many of rhem, whoſe hearts God thal ſtir up thus 


to do; we ſhall therein, in this caſe of extremity, look upon them 


as perſons having materially the chicf Truft of the kingdom remaining 
in them, and though not a formal ſtanding power to be continued 
in them , or drawn into ordinary Preſidents ; yet the beſt and moſt 
rightful that can be had, as the preſent ſtate and exigence of Affairs 
gow ſtand ; And we ſhall accordingly own them, adhere to then, 


and 
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| and beguided by them in their fairhful proſecution. of that Truſt la 
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order unto,and until the introducing of a more full and formal power 
in a juſt Repreſentative to be ſpeedy endeavored, 

Now yet further to-take away all jealouſies in relation to onr ſelves, 
which might withhold -or diſcourſe any honeſt Mcmbers from -rhis 
conrage.as wehave the witneſs of God in out hearts, thitin theſe pro- 
ceedings we do not ſeek, but even reſolve we will not take advantages 
to our ſelves, either in point of Profit or Power ; and chat if God 
did open unto us a way, wherein with honeſty ang faithfulneſs to the 
og Interelt,and'good people engaged for us, we might preſently 
be diſeharged, ſo as we might not in our preſent Employments look 
on, and be accetlory to, yea ſupporters of the Parliament, in the pre- 
ſent corrupt, oppredlive and deltruftive. proceedings, we Chauld with 
rezoycing, and without more ado, embrace fuch, a diſcharge, rather 
then interpoſe.in theſe things to our own valttranble and. hazard ;.fo 
if. we could but obtain a. rational aſſurance: for the effeRual'proſect- 
tionof theſe things,we ſhall give any proportiomable aſſurance on aur 

arts, concerning our laytng down.of Arms, when, and as we ſhould 
e required : But for the preſent, as the cafe ſtands, we apprehend 
our ſelves obliged in duty to God, this Kingdom,and good men there- 
w, to improve our utmolt abilities in all honeſt ways,. for the avoid 
ing of theſe great.evils we have Remonſtrated; and+for proſecution 
of the good things we have propounded ;. and alfo that ſuch perſons 
who were the Inviters of the late Invalion from Scot/and, the Iny 
ſtigaters and Incouragers of the late InſurreRtions within this-King+ 
dom, and (thoſe forcible ways failing). have. ill. purſued the ſhme 
wicked Deligns by treacherous and corrupt Conncels,may be brought 
to na Juſtice, according to their ſeveral demerits. For all theſe 
ends we are now drawing up with the Army to Leger, there to fol- 
low-Providence as God {hall clear our. way, ako 


By the Appointment of His Excellency, the: Lord 
' Fairfax, Lord General,and his General. Compmcel 
3; Officers held at Windſor, Nov.30. 1648. 


Signed, 
JouN RuSHVvVORT  Secr 
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Rd. For the Right Honorable, | 
The Lord Major, Aldermen, and 


Common-Councel of the City of 


CD 0G”: 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


Eing upon au immediate Advance With the «Army toWards 
London, we thought good hereby ts give you notice thereof. For 
the ground and neceſſity leading us hereunto, We refer you to onr late 
Remenftrance, aud to owr later Declaration concerning the ſame : We 
have onely this further to adae, That as we are far from the lea$t 
thought of Plunder or other wrong to your City, or any the places ad. 
goyning (Which we hope your former experiences of us will give you 
ranſe enough to credit us in) ſo for the better prevention of any dif* 
order in the Soldiery, or of any' abuſe or inconvenience to the inha- 
bitants in the Ouartering of the Solatzery at private Honſes, We 
earneftly Deſire, That you would take a preſent courſe for the ſupply 
of Aoney to pay theſe Forces, While We ſhall be xeceſſitated to Fay 
there ; npon Which We aſſure you, We ſhall ſo diſpeſe of them into great 
and' void Honſes about the City as much as may be poſſible, as that 
few or none of the Inhabitants ſhall be troubled With Quartering 0 

any Solaters at all : And fer this purpoſe, We deſire that Forty thou- 
fand ponds may be forthWith provided upon the ſecurity of your Arrears, 
to be read) to be paid ont tothe Forces to morroW night if poſſible : 
eAnd we ſhall be ready to receive from you any intimations for the 


further prevention of hurt or inconvenience ts the City mm this buſineſs, 
1 romain, 


| Tour meSt aſſured Friend and Servant, 
Windſor, 3o Nov. 
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